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in detail. The hierarchical differences which existed from the be-
ginning among the Khlysty must be attributed specifically to the
incompleteness of their theoretical development.
A peasant, calling himself Christ and allowing the people to
worship him, wandered through the villages followed by a "fair
maiden whom he called the Mother of God." "This pseudo-Christ
also had twelve disciples," wrote Dmitry, the Metropolitan of
Rostov, at the beginning of the eighteenth century in his Inquiry
about the Khlysty. The peasant "Christ" was Ivan Suslov, the
adopted son of "God of Sabaoth," Daniel. After Suslov's death the
role of Christ was assumed by Procopius Lupin, a Strelets, who
had been discharged from military service "because of epilepsy."
Next after the "Christ" and the "Mother of God" came the "Proph-
ets" and "Prophetesses," titles anyone could assume who had
learned to "walk in the circle" during the vigils and had so
proved that the Spirit dwelt within him. The rest of the community,
awaiting the visitation of the Spirit, submitted unconditionally to
all orders given by the Spirit to the "Helmsman" of the Khlysty
"Ship/* During vigils they formed a chorus which sang the songs
of the Khlysty; every vigil was required to begin with a song known
as the "Prayer to the Lord," summoning the Spirit to the gathering.
Other songs, slow and doleful at the start, gradually growing into
a spirited allegro and boisterous presto, accompanied the rhythmi-
cal, whirling movements, which continued until the participants
were completely exhausted and were seized with hysterical spasms,
. the Spirit "rolled on" the entire Ship, and the Prophet began to
prophesy, first as to the fate of the Ship and then as to that of
every individual member.
The settings of the cult link the Khlysty very closely to their
past. The white shirts and burning candles of the vigilants recall
the Schismatics' expectation of the end of the world, while the
older songs, in their form and contents, approach the folklore and
serve as a guide to the popular views on the Day of Judgment,
Paradise, etc. The holding of two fingers in making the sign of the
cross also reminds one of the Schismatic origin of the sect.
The interest aroused by the cult soon attracted a great following
to the Khlysty. During the first thirty years of their existence, under
Suslov and Lupin, the Khlysty settled in Moscow and founded